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MAIL FRAUD CHARGES AGAINST MARCUS 
GARVEY 



TIKSDAV. .JULY 28. 1987 

House of Representatives, 
Subcommittee on Criminal Justice, 

Committee on the Judiciary, 

Washington. DC. 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:15 p.m., in room 
^2.!(, Rayburn House Omce Building, Hon. John Conyers, Jr. 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Present: Representatives Conyers, Edwards, and Gekas. 

Staff present: Cedric Hendricks, assistant counsel; Raymond V 
Smietanka, associate counsel; Bennie Williams and Rosalind Jack- 
son, clerks. 

Mr. Conyers. Would everyone take seats in the hearing room so 
we can begin this hearing of the Subcommittee on Criminal Jus- 
tice. Welcome, everyone here today. The subcommittee will rome to 
order. Ue are pleased to be joined here by the ranking member 
from Pennsylvania, Mr. Gekas. This hearing is on House Concur- 
rent Resolution 84, submitted by the Honorable Charles Rangel to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, expressing the "sense of the Con- 
gress^ that the mail fraud charges brought against Marcus Garvey 
Dy the hedera Government were not substantiated and that his 
coruiction on those charges was unjust and unwarranted. 

\\e come here today to examine a very important part of Ameri- 
can and Afro-American history. Marcus Garvey was widely recog- 
nized as the founder of the largest African-American organization 
01 this century, the Universal Negro Improvement Association. 
AmeH^nntT' t" .'''"'^ °^ economic independence for black 
a;ThP R?tl c?"*^^':"''"'=P5^"^"'-sh'P. establishing such enterprises 
Black r^iiM^"^"" r "^' "\^^'egro Factories Corporation, and the 
Black Cross Navigation and Trading Country 

States TlQ?r7^ '"''V Jfmaican national who came to the United 
and with Rn V "t Vu*^ °^^^' Jamaicans living in this country, 
and w th Booker T. Washington of the Tuskegee Institute, in an 
fns° tuteTn"l' ^"PP"--' fo^^J" industrial and agricultural t;aining 
hefnl r J^ma'ca. Dr Washington, unfortunately, passed on 
sk,n eSh''^ "'"''^ ''^ *'""■ ''"^ ^'""'^^y continued with his mis- 
Doke t^ "/ °" ^" '^^tensive 3P -ate tour, during which he 

travelpH """^^ fPectrum of church nd community groups. He 
%Z1 around the country during e time when the United 
States was mobilizing for World War I. uniiea 
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Fn^f qf'r'''''°"Vo''^ "t ''" all-time low. Riots were occurrinK in 
East St. Louis and Houston. Racial awareness and racial pride tvns 
being promoted by new leaders within the black commMnUv v 

n^ Tff't '^'^'"-••'"^; "^^-^ "- NAACP ha'JTust b 0^ cr a'teJ in 
v'in '!' f ^u '^'^'■'■' 7'''de to suppress this movement, which ed to 
)1 rrhP^F f '", V,"^'^'"*^""". DC. and in Chicago during the year 
sVi uted^ nfn "'■ ^'"'■"■"ir"' '■<^^P°"ded to this situation and in- 
ship o( UnIa ^"'■^•'■"'"^>"'^'-' campaign, targeted at the leader- 

Marcus Garvey came from the great oratorical tradition, starting 
even. M T""' °'''*'°'' '" "''"■''^^"^ '" '•""■ becoming the eader^ 

on h.lfni?pH''<ir'f "^rr'"'""', "''.'^ ""'"""■' of followers throug": 
out the United States. Africa, the Caribbean and Central America 
He was very, very widely traveled. He fell under the scrutiny of 
course, of the new director of the Intelligence Division at he be 
partment o Justice. J. Edgar Hoover. Hoover's agents regularlv 
organiSi."'"-' ' ''P"'^'"-— ->d had informant! planted' in hi^ 
There were attempts to deport Garvey as an undesirable alien 
but there apparently was no real evidence to support that A Fed 
eral grand jury in New York subsequentiv indicted Garvey in 1922 
raud^'V?.'?'-' '? "'' l^', "'^'"^. '," ruitherance of a scheme to de- 
nnn„ ,1 '■"""^^'-''^ "?"*-' '""^ '^ree of his business associates 
none ol whom, incidentally, were convicted. Each of these Individ: 

th Z'th '""\°^ '^'-' ^^'"'^'^ S'^"- ^''"''- " i=^ iniportant to note 

Vo Id wtT T^ "r'"^' ^^•^"Sth™^'«h a slump immediately after 

,1?. . h w " ''";'<"•■ coupled with inadequate business prac- 

ure'for tt UMM T.'^'.'^ "''^ ^'''"' ^'"' =' ^'"^ ""P-'ontable'ven- 
ture tor the UNIA The defendants were charged with sending pro- 
motion circulars through the mall with intent to defraud their re- ~ 
tipients by selling stock in what had become a worthless corpora- 

The trial went on for a month and during the course of it, 
.Marcus Garvey discharged his attorney and proceeded to plead his 

fn .^'''fi, ' '''"^ '°""'' '''"'"y "^ ^ ='"e'e count of mail fraud, and 

%\ ^L^^"^ sentenced to a 5-year.prison term, and ordered-toSWSafc. 
pay a 4,1,000 fine, plus court costs. 

The Government had introduced into evidence at the trial an 
empty envelope addressed to a Mr. Dancy, claiming that a letter 
promoting the purchase of stock in that company had been mailed 
inside of It. Dancy testified at the trial that he had supplied the 
envelope to Government agents but he could not remember the 
^rn^'^'u 7tm?a'^d,"^ Indicated that he had often received mail 
from the UNIA, Black Star Line, and others 

Garvey served time in Federal prison in Atlanta. His sentence 
was commute^d by the President of the United States. He was re- 
leased in 192 i and was deported to Jamaica and, notwithstanding 
appeals, he was never allowed to return to the United States. 
.J,i 5^fu n ''^ '° "^y colleague, the distinguished gentleman from 
the Ibth Congressional District of New York, that this is a Resolu- 
tion that I wished that I had thought of before him. This is a 
matter ot extreme importance and seriousness to black America, 
the rise and fall of Marcus Garvey occupies an exceedingly impor- 
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t;int part of cur history and this Resolution represents a very ap- 
propriate way to clarify the record of it. 

Charles Ran(,'el, of course, besides being a colleague, is a former 
Chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus; a ranking member of 
the Ways and Means Committee, i think probably the second or 
third member of that committee; has distinguished himself in civil 
rights; is himself a former U.S. Attorney, as well as private practi- 
tioner; and has done work, that has to be mentioned here, in pro- 
moting world trade. He has worked hard and long to create, in 
New York, a place where trade and export from Africa and the 
Third World and other countries can be expedited and increased. It 
is with great pleasure that 1 recognize my colleague at this point 
for any remarks that he chooses to make. 

TK.STl.MONV OK TIIK IIO.NOK.AHI.K CIl.AIU.KS H. R.X.NCKL. 
.MK.MHKR. INlTEl) .ST.Vi'KS IIOl SK OK KKI'KKSKNT.VTIVKS. .\.\I) 
.AlTllOi; OF II. CON. HKS. SI; MIS KXCKLl.KNCY KK!TH .lOIIN- 
SO.N, .\.MI!.\SS.\l)0|{. I:mB.\.SSV ok ,I.\.M.\IC.\. \V.\S11I.N(;T()N DC- 
.AM) Dli. .111,11 S (;.AK\ KY AM) .M.AKCIS (aiJVKV, Ml.. SO.NS OK 
TIIK l,.ATE .M.AIUT S C.AUVKV, SK. 

Mr. R..\.\ciEi.. ,Mr. Chairman, thank you. I ask permission of the 
subcommittee to have my prepared statement entered into the 
record at this time. 

Mr. CoNVKRS. Without exception, it is so ordered. 

Mr. R.an-c;ei,. I al-so would like to put into the record a statement 
that has been prepared by former Ambassador Rattray of Jamaica, 
who represents the People's National Party, which is the opposi- 
tion party. Ambassador Rattray has taken time to come here to 
"k u"^ "bundantly clear to this subcommittee and to America, 
that there is no partisanship in terms of the support of the Jamai- 
can people for my resolution. 

Mr. CoNYEiis. The subcommittee would be pleased to receive that 
document as well. 

Mr. Ra.n'gei.. Mr. Chairm'ahtiet me thanI?^e*f6r-outlining why 
we are here today and for expediting the Resolution before this 
subcommittee, and to Mr. Gekas for taking time out of his schedule 
to make certain that we have a subcommittee representative here 
to hear this important matter. I can tell you, that as a member of 
Congress and a member of the Ways and Means Committee, as a 
lormer member of the Impeachment Committee serving with Mr. 
Conyers, that I have had many proud moments as a member of 
Congress, those 17 years. But I can think of none that makes me 
more proud than this moment. For that reason, Mr. Gekas, I ask to 
allow my prepared statement to go into the record to share with 
you some of the more emotional feelings that I have about this Res- 
olution and feelings that I know that every American, no matter 
what country of origin, will fully appreciate 

Henr'fh t'"''^^ '^r I'l"^' ^'^'''^.''y' ''"^ ^^''^^r slavery, it was abundantly 
^i!f„, fu?'' }" "]"^^ important elements for slave owners in a 
nr thi^i ';°"doned slavery, was to control not only the bodies 

matter wh'f' ^"' '^e minds of the slaves. I w.;Ud believe that no 
Hr.n A^ pain and torture and scars that black Americans, Af- 
rican-Americans have today, the one that hurts the most is the 
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l?''tn^.fhr'"f ^''"'' P""'''" '° '™'y ^"^'^'■'^ th'it they were inferi- 
or to white Americans in this country. Even today in certain 
artMs, we have to work hard to remove that stigma ^' 

. During these troubling days, black Americans were trvintr lo a<= 
sum.ate. Many thought that the way to be a good American traL^' 
ically, was to be a white American.'So many\vould try to "hwe 

he complexion of their skins with ointments, to strail'hten hei? 
hair, and to marry in such a way as that they were t%ing?o look 
more like that figure white Americans said Americans^shou d ook 

I ,^ i ; "'Z*- I'^'T^ '' "'''" "''""^'^ '■^''■"•<^"s Garvey. He looked 
black and he ooked beautiful, he looked like every treasi!re frorn 

^tandarr . ^'f', ^^'^ ^•''■'''y ^'°"^^'' '" '^is court y thos^ 
U::"'u^^'^.!^tt^;:ir'' '"'' ''-'^ A-ricans^hou?d 
It was incredible, Mr. CJekas and Mr. Edwards, how thirsty and 
hungry black Americans were to show their patriotism for his 
.great country, but in order to do so they had to rerine those values 
hat made them leel like they were somebody. It tore apart "he 
black community. Those who thought they were somebody greater 
because they were accepted by whites and not making any probl 

tau> h, ; , ""-' /^''■'^•^'".-'\'"<'-nwns like Marcus Garvey, who 
taught that a good American was one that respects himself has 
pride in himself, his family and his background! but more Impor 
tantls, is not dependent on someone else for that pride and for sur- 

sen'e'of'ra^^f;': ■''-■?" "'?'' '° '"""' '° '">' "^''''•'"i ^""^ '» '"Still a 
sense of racial pride and lo incorporate people who were poor to' 

hl^^ln'^ \ ,1 ;"■ '"""'•"^' '" "''"■' '' shipping line, and to get into 
business. As that movement grew, he went to Chicago, he went to 

H .fiprh'i- r T''"^ ''"T"*^ "'P ™"""'>' ''"'^ '' ^■'■'s spreading. It just 
defies belief to see the depth of hatred that he generated in the 
white community as this new type of leadership was emerging 
among wha had been considered slave people. The only way you 
could possibly feel the depth of the anger and the hatred that was 
generated by Marcus Garvey, is to take a page from the hatred 
that was generated against the late prince of peace. Dr. Martin 
Luther King. 

How easily we forget how the FBI became, not a defender of Dr. 
Kings constitutional rights, but infiltrated the civil rights move- 
ment to such an extent, that the infiltrators became the perpetu- 
fi:'"'rDT" A j"^.'^ ''■'^' committed the crime, even though they were 
the i'Bl- And it was the very same FBI that had to find some way 
to stop Marcus Garvey 's movement, because they thought that it 
was making just too much trouble for people to re-identify with 
their racial pride. I tell you that he has become a legend in our 
community. 

We are blessed that Marcus Garvey 's two sons who have never 
given lip the fight for exoneration. A fight that no matter what 
profession these young men entered, they still would go around the 
country to accept the love and affection that is generated by their 
fathers memory. But more importantly, we find a country of 
origin, which is so unusual, and if you look around this hearing 
room, we are just making history today, in which we are privileged 
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to be participants. You will see representatives not only from Ja- 
maica, the birth place oi' Marcus Garvey, but the Ambassador from 
Barbados and other Caribbean countries, pleading with this Con- 
gress to restore dignity to a man who thought enough about his 
people to take the rocl<s and to take the slicks, in order to allow a 
people to truly feel independent. 

You will hear from historians. You will hear from community 
people, but 1 just w(>uld want to thank you, Mr. Chairman, and the 
members of this committee to say. that on this historic occasion, we 
are going to feel so ])roud of ourselves as Americans, Today we 
have an opportunity to make right a wrong that was committed 
during a time when white people in this country really did not 
know how to say that they could respect someone even though they 
disagreed with the method they were using. It is ironic that the 
method that was being used was not civil disobedience or violence, 
but economic development, something that we are trying to do 
today. 

And so, we have this opportunity and do not say that you wish 
you had done it first because there is not a kid on Lennox Avenue 
or in any inner-city around this country, that cannot say that this 
is not their Resolution. Certainly Mr. Conyers, as one of the most 
outstanding members of Congress and the Chairman of this Judici- 
ary subcommittee, I can tell you that the pride of authorship be- 
longs to all of us as Americans and we can share in the fact that 
we have exonerated a wrong and I thank you for this opportunity, 
Mr. Chairman. 

|The statement of Honorable Charles B. Rangel follows:] 
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Mr . Cfi«i riBiii , 

ThBnk fou. Thank you for ■llowlng me the opportunity to 
bring before the Subcoaailttee on CrlBlnil Justice ay legislation 
denouncing the conviction of the Honor*ble Mircua Moslah Garvey 
■3 unjjst and unwarranted. One oT Iserlca's greatest unsung 
heros. I Bubait that Marcus Garvey was the vlctin of wrongful 
political persecution at the hands of J. Edgar Hoover, *nd. It 
la ny hope that the nenbers of this aubc omn 1 ttee , after hearing 
ay teatliBony and the testlnsony of the scheduled witnesses, «I11 
recognlie that the case against Mr. Garvey was based on 
unsubstantiated evidence, 

Mr. Chalrrean, In Introducing this legislation 1 sought to 
first b.lng this unfortunate political prosecution to the 
attention of the Congress and the Ado In 1 at rat 1 on . Secondly, I 
want to Bove to correct this awful Injustice by having Congress, 
the representatives of the American people, declare that Marcus 
Garvey was and Is innocent of the charges for which he was 
conv Ic ted . 

This goal is an Inportant one because of the significance of 
Marcus Garvey's teachings. Born In 1887, Garvey grew up as a 
black colonial during the Edwardian era. Carvey's Bemory has 
attained the status of folk -yth, he Is ■ legend In coaaunitlcs 
where his ■eoory Is used to Inspire new generatlona. Garvcylsa 
la an ideological ■cvenent which began %n black Harlta In the 





•prlng of t918. and than bgrgeon.d throughout th. black worl4. 
»»CU5 CAIIVEI 

H.rcu, Ko.I.h G.r,., w. . born of hv-rbj. c Ircu. st .„c . . ,„ jt. 
Ann'. B.,. J...,c.. , ..ir-.duc.lsd^.,„. c.r.„ n^.t r... 
Boov.r T. w.,h,n, ion's el.,Mc .utob Ic.r .ph, . -Up Fro. Sl.,.r,.. 
during hi, .r.v.l. to En.l.nd. Thl. .o.-w i„.p,,., „. ,„ ,.,. '^ 
th. ch.U.n,. of c.rrrln, for».rd W.,Mn,ton'. ,o.l of r.cl.l 
l.pro>..,nt, .,.d It .., with thl. ,d.. th.l h. r.turn.d I„ „„ 
to J..ilc. .rter tr.velUn, through C.ntr.l A..rlc.. 

m th, spring of ,916 H.rcu, c.r,., tr.,.ll.d to A,.rlc. to 
.isl-. Tu = k<g.. Institute. He c... to ..licit the support of the 
founder of Tuskegee Institute .nd f-o. J...Ic.ns 11, In, l„ this 
country for .n Industrl.l .„d .grlcultur.l tr.lnln. Institute In 
J...1C. .long lines sl.ll.r to Tuskegee. C.rve, „.,er .el .ith 
Dooker T. W.shlngton. Kr . W.shlngton died before C.rve, could 
• rrl.e In the United St.tes. c.r.er r...lned In i.erU. to 
pursue his orlgln.l ,o.I .nd -llhln the sp.ce of less th.n t.o - — 
ye.-s found hi. self the le.der of the United Hejro I.prove.ent 
Association. 
THE HOVEHEJIT 

To this d.y there h.s not been . le.der In A.erlc.', Bl.ck 
co.munlt, who h.s focused on the need to develop .nd influence 
the inclusion of Afrlc.n Aoerlc.ns Into the econc.lc .pectru. of 
i.erlc.n life. And, ., we .11 know, .cono.lc Independence 1. on. 
of the rung, to the l.dder of .uec.s. In thl. countrr. Thl. w.. 
the orui of the G.rv.y te.chlngs. 

Among Mr. C.rvey'. ao.t not.bl. .chl.v.aent. w.r. hi. 
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prcrotrlt to fost«r »cor.o»l8 i • v c i of » «n t ' t r. d » t ' f- ! u f f 1 c lenc j in 
trr V.ecv. coKiiinUy , t>. Crtf, .n.I.lentd Iht denlopi.nl of s 
c«-tci fr.iJ p«s5cne!' thlppSnt line thit voulO bt Ihf k»y lo tht 
"Toonictlc (Itvtlopctnt or I'.e Eltck ccmour.lly. It w»: his .fforlj 
to icii'H fu-id! fsr this bu3ln»53 » ( - 1 1. r c that h'cvF.ht hir 
rctc'lety t= e rtvertd leader of pfcple. 

►r . G«rves-. •.!. rough Ma lesdershlp :n the Uhlvera.l Vej-o 
■=;rc.v<,ienl »a50cl«tlc-. l;.:il)U,- )„ . ^ r; y A f r 1 c .r,- *r. e r 1 c tro . 
dfc,- --tr..-- t,( pr,,;, ,-;i e»i r-t-lFfs . I- h!.- v-c-d; 
1 1 f 5 ! I; r i c J t r c t c. ; t - 1 1 1 3 r. e t, d r c '. I » r r c w ; . >-, ~ ; e j 
rtt;c.-, io'- rerc) -e:- be free unler.- : I r :■ r, t r t . ._ ._ 
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It W33 the period of the Hb'Ic- 
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THE P ERSECUTION 

•Jr.fortur.tely, Kr. Gar,.,',, te.chlnea ue.e .1,0 tfe aubject 
df l.t.n.e .ntlele,. „. ,„.„ the f.c., .f ett.e.a t, ., eege- 
Td^.g .ttcrney et the the Juatlde Department, J. Eog.r Hoo.er. 
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Kr. Boc.r. In hi. roj. .. dlr.ctor of In,... l,.tIon. or. •M.jro 
l^tl.ltU... b.c... ct......d .1th ..tlh.ul.hln, th. fl.... or Ih. 

• ■n iitio h.a beco.e known .. the "Ktjro Hosts". 

For .or, Ih.n four „.r.. the Bure.u of Inv,.t I,.i,o„. 

• crufnuc. G.r,,,.. .ctl.u... - Inl.rc.ptln, ...1. tr.cln, hi. 
.ov,.tnt .„d inrntr.tln. hi. org.nw.tion with p.i, l„for..„t.. 
Ev.n With this inttn.e ln,„t.,.tl.. c.„p.Un .g.ln.t „.rcu. 
C.r,.,. th. burt.u h.d .tin not ..c.rt.ln.ci .nythin, d.flnU, 
.no..h to l.k. .ctlon. K.n = tht).„=, Mr. G.r,., contUo.O to b. 
.ictl.u,, h, . .,stt. th ..ten., h, hi. .h.Mty to .ohn,» the 
consclousnts. of th. orpr.jj.d. 

Th.r. 1. cl..r .,1,. -. to .how th.t th. ch.r... for which 
H.rcu. c.r.ey wa, convl.t.d w.r. not .ub.t.nt I . t.d .„a w.r, 
un.u.t. „„d.r th. L.d.r.hlp of Hoov.r. th. .o..rn..nt 
InrUtr.t.d th. „„.t.d «.,r„ I.prov...„t ,.,oe,.t.on with p.ld 
.P!". Th... indivldu.l. r.oord.d fln.ncl.l lnfor..tlon In 
•in.t. d.t.U. Gov.rn..„t Int.UU.nc. .,.r.t, l.ld In w.u for "" 
•ny po..,hI. wrong. Wh.n nothln, h.pp.n.d. th. sov.rn..„t ..d. 
^ro.d .„..ptlon. th.t h.d no f.ctu.l b..l, to ...us. H.rco. 
=.-.yor..n f..„d. Th. r.ct Of th. ..tt.r 1. th.t H.r.u. 
C.rv.y w,. .ollcltln, .uppc-t for th. Bl.o. st.r Un.. . c.rgo 
•n- P.ss.ng.r .hipping u„, .,,,, ,„ ,„,^„^^ ,^ ^^^ ^_^^^ ^^ 
»frlc.n-A.erlc.„ eoonoMc Ind.p.nd.nc. 

X-n. th.r. 1. no .ut,t.„tl.l .upport for th. go..rn..„t., 
"n.l.tlon Of H.rou. c.r..,. th.f. i. .ub.t.ntl.l lnfor..tlo„ 
.mowing th. ob....io„ Of ,.Ed... „,ov.. i„ ...tt.n. rid of . 
-..r= .glt.tor.. „, bin. „.Con.>,... „ „,,.„„ dl..pp.o..l of 
tM. injw.tlc. .„d Off... ,,„, „,„,„. ^.^^^^ ^^ ^ _^__ ^^__^^ ^_^^^ 



crlB. w.. h.Tlng gr..t cour.g. .nil vl.loD. 

Llk. Dr. M.rtln Luthtr King. Jr., .noth.r It.dtr In • l.ttr 
.r. In th. Black co.nunlly, Mircu. C.ry.y .uff.r.d r.l.ntl... 
.crutlny and h.r.ssBi.nt from th. Ju.llc. D.p«rt»,nt and th. FBI. 
Th.r. •;■. qo.3llona In ay mind, and In th. .ind. of »any, 
r.g.rdlng th. I.jltl.acy of th. charg.. brought again. t Mr. 
Carvcy. Th.r. .re qut.tlons concerning the f.lrn... of M. 
Irl.l, and th. refusal of the governnent to reylew hi. reQue.t 
for reentry into the country even though hi. ..ntenc. had been 
coaauted by President Coolldge. 
COKCLUSIOH 

Hr . G.-vey. a native son of Jamaica, came to America to 
.hare hi. philosophy with the African Aaerlcan people. His 
teaching, began In his own country and produced the saae type of 
spirit and enthusiasm th.r. as he did In America. When he was 
deported froa this country, h. s.ltl.d back in his hoa.lond, 
aalnt.lnlcj hi. efforts In service to his race. The Jaaalctn 
gov.rna.nt and Its peopl. ho'd Hr . C.rvey as we hold .ome of o,..r 
greatest sons. Je Is respected as a national hero, a. we re.pect 
Abraham Lincoln; h. 1. ch.rlsh.d a. we cherish. d John F. K.nn.dy 
and his spirit Is lomortallied as is the spirit of Dr. M.rtln 
Luther King , Jr . 

Mr. Chairman, and honored aemberj of the .ubcomn 1 t tee , we 
can, on the centennial of hi. birth, ellalnate the dl. credit to 
Marcu. Gar<ey'. a.mory by expre.slng our oppo.ltion to the 
'.wrongful conviction of H.rcus Garvey, In doing so, we will step 
forward, asking a strong statement in support of econoalc 
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lnrl«peiia«nc. for til pioplt, lh« prtnolpli which ■>•• th> ultlaatv 

foil or Girvty's philocophy. 

Tod»y, In this country, the proiroslye thou|ht Is that 
Afrlcin-Aoerlcins aust work to ••v! th.lr con. unity fron economic 
destruction. He could see the need for ireiler cooper. tlon ssonc 
•n Afrlcin people for the s.lyitlon of our history, our culture 
•nd our herlts^e. 

In these tlces of ..Jor budget deficits, velf.re refor. snd 
trsde deficits, the Instructions of Hr . Csr.ey provide . posltly. 
focus for lU «.erlc.ns. He pl.ced the (re. test eaph.sls on 
pride, .nd .Iw.y, stressed the need for econo.lc Independence .nd 
self-help for .11 people. I hope that you will take a .cent to 
consider the I. port. nee of the st.teaent expressed In Mr. 
Csrvcy's teachings, .s well .s the historic Injustice of hla 
conviction. I hop. you win listen $*• the IndWUu.ls who h.,, 
come here to provide you with the subsl.nce of .y .rgue^.^,,-.. 

In closing, 1 would like to .dd that Marcus Mosl.h C.rvey 
the link fro. p.st re, e. ling to us the platfor. for the future 
However, .ccept.nce of his Ide.ls will only co.e .ft.r Justice 
hss been done! This he. ring is .n historic first step, which 
pl.ces before the A.erlc.n people recorded opposition to the 
Injust: e suffered by this .ost revered world le.der. 





•Mr. Gekas. 1 thank the Chair. I welcome our colleaijue the cen- 



leagues and all those who will be participating in this hearing The 

forTp"L°""'^'-'°"' "J"1' ""'• ™"'-='^'"' ''^°'" New York has aid 
te't monv '^hnt^'n "° '^"^^'■'^T^ '" be justified by the quality of 
testimony that we are going to be receiving 

^n.J,A '°1T u '.'r '"'•■"''"S ='"'' '"■ "^"^ P''°'^e^'^ '" ^^hich we will be 
enf,aged wil be the question of the quantum and quality of the 

m^ue; hr'"'""'" n ''" "^'!i ^r^''"^'-"^ ■"" 'he trial of the^ubjcct 
matter here, as well as, and I wanted the witnesses to be aware of 

•VffnV"' J5'T,^'T'^' 1° '"■'""'^'"K ^^- »s -veil as the eventual conimu- 
;f ; " bnels and evidence and other matters that substan- 

uattd the gran ing of the commutation. So with that, I am eager to 

n™nin"i-;i "^ '"""'"^' '° ,^^''^''" '^ ^'"'"t' '° be presented and o 
again, welcome everyone who is i;oing to participate 

nnw ;. ''■'"i'f'- '^''''!-'' >-°"'.M'-- t;ek.-,s, I would like to recognize 
now he gentleman from California, who has worked on constitu- 
tional and civil rights questions for a considerable period of time 
w u-ds '''"''""f'' "lember of the Judiciary Committee. Mr. Ed- 

Mr. Edwakos. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I too, welcome every- 
body who has conie today and we are all indebted, as we always 
are. to the gentleman from New York, Congressman Charles 
Kangel. He is an inspiration to us day in and day out. He calls us 
to account on matters of conscience and morality and decency and 
this is just another example of the kind of leadership that Mr. 
Kangel offers. Mr. Rangel, you have brought this issue to the right 
subcommittee, chaired by John Conyers, who is my leader in these 
areas and who understands what this issue is all about. This is 
-\nA-yu'"'''"'"'''',"' '''"'' '''^ ^'■'^ grateful, I think it is very nice, in our 
-UUth year, that we are doing this. So, thank you again and I feel 
privileged to be here. 

Mr. Conyers. Thank you very much, Mr. Edwards. We should 
have the record reflect that Congressman Edolphus Towns and 

ngressman Reverend Floyd Flake were also present in the hear- 
ing room and we appreciated them coming by. We would like now 
to turn to the Ambassador from Jamaica, His Excellency Keith 
Johnson, a dear friend of ours, and ask him to make, in his own 
way, any remarks that he would like to begin this hearing Wel- 
come. '' 

Ambassador Johnson. Thank you so njuch, Mr. Chairman. Mr. 
Chairman, honorable members of the subcommittee on Criminal 
Justice, it IS a singular honor for me to appear before you today. 
My name is Keith Johnson and I am privileged to represent my 
country, Jamaica, as Ambassador to the United States of America. 

How well I recall, as a boy, seeing the Right Excellent Marcus 
iMosiah Oarvey. How well I recall that we had governors of Jamai- 
ca, in colonial times, who were always bedecked in white tunic, 
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white helmet, white plumes. How well I recall how impressed I 
was, indeed, how inspired 1 was to see Marcus Mosiah Garvey 
black tunic, black helmet, black plumes. How well I recall listening 
to him as a great orator, as he was, when my mother toik me to a 
place 111 Jamaica called Edelweiss Park. It was something that has 
lived with me and, indeed, whatever I am, I owe in part to Marcus 
Garvey. 

On behalf of the Government and people of Jamaica, I wish first 
of all, to place on record our gratitude to Congressman Charles 
Kangel of New Yoik for his indefatigable efforts in bringing before 
the American people, through their elected representatives in this 
honorable House, the views shared by us that "the charges brought 
against Marcus Garvey by the Federal Government were not sub- 
stantiated and that his conviction on those charges was unjust and 
unwarranted." 

Mr. Chairman, my purpose today is not to make a case for Gar- 
vey s innocence. In this respect, 1 defer to other witnesses who will 
later testily. They are academicians and legal experts who have 
pored over the trial notes, the intelligence reports of the Bureau of 
Investigation, as well as Justice Department documents and are 
therelore, more qualified than 1 am, to shed light on the peculiar 
circumstances of Garvey 's conviction and imprisonment. Rather I 
appear before you today to convey the fervent desire of the Gover'n- 
meni and people of Jamaica, that the good name of our First Na- 
lonal Hero, the Right Excellent Marcus Mosiah Garvey, be cleared 
by the Congress. 1 shall also attempt to explain what Garvey and 
his philosophy mean to Jamaica and, indeed, to black people every- 
wnei'e. r- r- j 

Garvey 's sojourn in the United States covered the years 1016 to 

into' ^.l''''''°d,'^hich niarked the high point of his career as an 

, J m"""' ''"''"• ^^"^ o'-g'inization which he founded, the 

United Negro Improvement Association and African Communities 

Uaf,ue was. by li)21, unquestionably the largest black organization 

h,oi '^;-'' ! '' membership running into millions and spanning 

h.ee continents. Never before nor since then, has there been a 

hrnn.r'"'"''"?/"""'??'"?''"?,^"'^'^ '^''^^ geographic support. UNIA 

Uni^pSl,';'"'"'' D '"" tf^e Caribbean countries, the States of the 

Endand tvnti" P='"':>"«. Costa Rica, Ecuador, and Venezuela, in 

NiLw n .nH I • "f '" '^'^"'^='" countries such as Ghana, Liberia. 
'Nigeria, and Sierra Leone. 

he'lfiHpH'K-''^''?^ P^^ and work engendered much controversy as 

peone n1- Afrfcf ^^'"'"''/'^'^ conventional attitudes that relegated 

to rever imr ht °'''^'r '° ^" '"'^''"'°'" "'^'"^- "^ dedicated his life 
to revet sing this negative perception. He had to fight not iust the 

oml^Ta'ct'lSelTectif f 'T^ 'l^'"l^'^' '^"^ priviiged"bffi and 
prach reLrdpH hi . ^^h". subscribing to the integrationist ap- 
pioach, regarded his formula for solving this problem as an anathe- 

terX''^fTfnv'i!f '''^^'^ P"^^' "^'fk self-reliance, and the confra- 
words "Un vo ■ t" ^fP ''• ""^ ^''ho'-ted them with the inspiring 
words. Up you mighty race, you can accomplish what you will " In 

tfo'n Gar^v ItaTd' " W ' """"'^' Negro'lmprovement Associa- 
uon, uaivey stated: We are organized for the absolute purpose of 
bettering our condition industrially, commercially, socLuyreli- 



If) 



g ously and po itically We are organized not to hate other men, 
but to hit ourselves and to demand respect for all humanity " 

Marcus Garvey believed that the black man could achieve any- 
il only he believed in himself. But he would have to break 



thing. 



• J- , .,. years of oppression, denigration and crippling 

preiudice. which had created a state of "mental slavery." Garvey 
therefore, sought to demonstrate, through tangible commercial 
projects, that black people could take charge of their own destiny. 
Me also left that as long as Africa was not free, black people would 
never gain lull respect before the world. African redemption was 
thus, a central part of Garvey 's philosophy. 

Mr. Chairman, it is worth noting that as an activist and mass 
leader, Garvey was perhaps unique in his scrupulous respect for 
the laws of the land. Wherever he went, he took great care to cau- 
tion his followers to "give unto Caesar the things that are Cae- 
sars. In his own words, and I quote, "I was not disloyal to any- 
thing American, to anything Britisli, or to any constituted govern- 
ment in the world. All I was interested in was the liberation of the 
people who looked like me. . . The world has made being black a 
crime 

. . . and instead of making it ;i crime, 1 hope to make it a virtue, 
that was all 1 had in mind when I travelled from one part of 
America to the next." 

Like all great leaders who attempt to change the social order for 
the betterment of their people, Garvev was subjected to persecu- 
tion chicanery, sabotage, misrepresentation, and ridicule. He suf- 
fered iniprisonment, escaped an assassination attempt and faced re- 
peated betrayals by people he trusted. Yet, his determination never 
wavered. This unrelenting pursuit of his mission is, in itself, an in- 
spiration. 

Marcus Garvey had a tremendous impact not onlv on the civil 
rights movement in the United States and on socio-political ad- 
vancement in the Caribbean, but also on nationalist struggles in 
-A rica. Leaders such as Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya and Kwame 
Nkrumah of Ghana acknowledged their debt to him for the inspira- 
tion of his lectures and writings. Garvey also helped to organize lib- 
eration movements in other parts of Africa and the African Na- 
tional Congress is still today, in the forefront of the struggle for 
human dignity and justice. 

As I intimated earlier, it was chiefly in the United States that 
Garvey was able to put in practice, the tenets of his philosophy and 
experience the gratification of the spontaneous response by black 
people to his exhortations. His arrival on the United States scene 
in 1916 was propitious. He drew on and advanced the work of dis- 
tinguished black leaders before him. As such, he was merely a link, 
albeit a very important one, in the continuous chain of black activ- 
ism, reaching through time to another great leader, Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

Mr. Chairman and members of this honorable committee, we in 
Jamaica honor and treasure the memory of Marcus Garvey. Black 
peoples throughout the world are indebted to him and thank God 
for his life and his talents. As we, in this year, celebrate the cen- 
tennial of his birth, it would be a most fitting tribute if, by exon- 
eration, the Congress would signify its recognition of his invaluable 
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contribution to the universal advancement of human dignity. It is 
now GO years since his five-year sentence was commuted by Presi- 
dent Coolidgo. With hindsight and clearer vision of the ensuing 
years, a fresh look at the circumstances of Garvey's prosecution is 
warranted. 

Mr. Chairman and honorable members of this committee, House 
Concurrent Resolution No. 8-1, as introduced by Congressman 
Charles Rangel, is in harmony with the representations made by 
my Prime Minister, the Right Honorable Edward Seaga to the 
President of the United States of America, Mr. Ronald Reagan. 

It is our view that history has vindicated the words and actions 
of Marcus Mosiah Garvey; in consequence of this, he stands not 
only as Jamaica's First National Hero, but his bust now stands in 
the Hall of Heroes at the Organization of American States here in 
Washington. His positive contributions are now recognized 
throughout Africa and other parts of the world. The acceptance of 
this Resolution by the Congress of the United States of America 
would assist greatly in convincing the supporters and admirers of 
Marcus Garvey throughout the world, that the Constitution of the 
United States, whose 200th anniversary is being celebrated does 
indeed guarantee justice, even if delayed, for all, irrespective of 
race or religious belief I thank you. Mr. Chairman. 
[The statement of Ambassador Keith Johnson follows:] 
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TESTIHONT of AfEASSADOR KflTH JoWSON AT 
H£^I«GS Of TOE SUKCWimE CH^WhJl 

Justice of twe Hduse Judiciary CoViittee 



ft*. CmWAN. IbfOUWBLE rj^ERS Of TXE SuBCmiTTEE O, 

CRIMINAL Justice, it is a sinchi^ hcnour for he to appear before yoo 

TODAY, ft. NAft IS KEITO Jo^SON AND I AM PRIVILEGED TO REPRESENT MY 
CCOORY, JawICA. as ft^ASSADOR TO T>€ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

!>J BEmLF OF THE GOVERNTENT AND PEOPLE OF jAmiCA, I WISH 
FIRST OF ALL, TO PLACE ON RECORD OUR GRATITUDE TO CCNGRESSWi CHARLES 
RANGa OF NEW YORK FOR HIS INDEFATIGABLE EFFORTS IN BRINGING BEFORE THE 
flM£filCAN PEOPLE, TH«X»i T1£IR ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES IN THIS HOWURASLE 
HXISE, THE VIEWS SHARED BY US THAT "TOE CW^RGES B,ROUGKT AGAINST mRCUS 
GARVtY BY Tl€ FEDERAL C-OVERNTBfT WERE NOT SUBSTATfTIATED AND THAT HIS 
CONVICTION CN THOSE ChttRGES WAS UJJUST AND UTWARRANTED." 

fa. CmiRi-wN, m purpose is not to wxe a case fc* foRvEV's 

INNOCEt^E. JN mis respect 1 DEFER TO OTOER WI BESSES WHO WILL tATER 

testify to DC SO. They are academicians ub legal experts who wve poped 

WER TOE trial notes, TOE INTELLIGENCE REPORTS OF THE EUPEAU OF INVESTIGATION 
AS WEa AS JUSTICE DEPARTMENT DOCLWEN'TS KID ARE TOEPEFORE MORE QUALIFIED THAN 
I AM TO SHED LIGHT ON THE PECULIAR CIRCU-^TAflCES OF f-ARVEY'S CCNVICTICN AND 
IMPRISONMENT. RATOER, I APPEAR BEFORE YOU TOQAY TO CCWVEY THE FERVENT DESIRE 
OF TOE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF J.AWICA TO CLEAR TOE GOOD NAME OF OUR FIRST 

National Hero, the Right Excellent Marcus Mosiah Cwwey. I swll also attbpt 
TO EXPUIN what Garvey and his philosophy i^w to Jwwica and indeed to bu^ck 
people everywhere, 



W^W- 4|ipjgitf|f#'ii"ywJ«''»^"' B ^" '?°r;'^*^^ w'ayjw^t^ < ^^ 
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GWVEY'S SaKJURN IN TOE UJITED STATES COVERED IhE YEARS 
1916 TO 1927, A PERIOD WHICH mRKED THE HIGH-POIf(T Of HIS CAREER AS AN 
INTO^WTIOMAL LEADER. THE ORGANIZATIOT WHICH HE FOUtJDED, THE \tl]TW NEGRO 

lii»RovEM£NT Association and African Com-uiities League kas by 1S2I 

UCUESTICNABLY THE LARGEST BLACK ORSWIZATIOH IN HISTORY WITH A ME>BERSH1P 
RUJNING IKTO MILLIONS AND SPWmiNG THREE COfJTINENTS. NEVER BEFORE, NOR 
SINCE nCN HAS THERE BEEN A WSS MOVB'IEKT COWWDING SUCH HIDE GEOGRAPHIC 
SUPPORT, miA BRANCHES EXISTED IN ALL THE CARIBBEAN COUNTRIES, ALL THE 
STATES OF THE lldTH) STATES, IN PANA-^, COSTA PICA, ECUADOR AND VENEZUELA, 

IN Englw, Wales, and in African countries such^s Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, 
Sierra Leone and Sooth Africa. 

&ARVEY'S philosophy AND WORK ENGENDERED MUCH COfTTROVERSY AS HE 
PITTED HIMSELF AGAINST THE CCIJVENTIOWL ATTITUDES THAT RaEGATED PEOPLE OF 

African origin to an inferior status. He dedicated his life to reversing 

THIS negative perception. HE HAD TO FIC4TT NOT JUST THE miTE ESTABLISHWT 
AND VESTED INTERESTS, BUT PRIVILEGED BUCKS A,ND SOME BUCK INTRLECTUALS 
WW, SUBSCRIBING TO THE I NTEGRAT I OH I ST APPROACH - REGARDED HIS FORHJU FOR 
SOLVING THIS PR0BLD1 AS ANATHEMA. 

&ARVEY PREACHED BUCK PRIDE, BUCK SRF-RaiANCE AND THE 
CONFRATERNITY OF AFRICAN PEOPLES. HE EXHORTED THEM WITH THE RINGING WRDS, 
"UP YOU MIGHTY RACE, YOU CAM ACCO-^^LISH WHAT YOU WIU,' Ml EXPUINING THE 
AIMS OF THE 1>JIVERSAL NEGRO IH>ROVEM£MT ASSOCIATI! M, GaRVEY STATH): 'VE ARE 
ORGANIZED FOR THE ABSaUTE PURPOSE OF BHTCRING OUR COtffilTION INDUSTT^IALLY. 
COMtRCIAUY, SOCIALLY, RaiGIOUSLY AND PaiTICALlY. WE ARE ORGANIZED NOT 
TO HATE OTHER MEN, BUT TO LIFT OURSaVES, AND TO DEWTO RESPECT TO ALL Him^ITY.' 
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Marcus GARVEY Ba I EVED TWT T>C BUCK fW COULD ACHIEVE 
A,%YTHING IF ON_Y HE BaiEVED IN HIMSELF, BUT t£ WOUUJ HAVE TO BREAK THE 
SHACKL£S OF 400 YEARS OF OPPRESSION, DENIf^TICN, AND CRIPPLING PREJUIICE 
WHICH HAD CREATED A STATE OF -MENTAL SUVERY-. &ARVEY THEREFORE SOUGHT 
TO DEMCNSTTVITE THMUGH TANGIBLE CCWRCIAL PROJECTS THAT BUCK PEOPLE 
COULD TAKE CHARGE OF THEIR CMJ DESTINY. HE ALSO FaT THAT AS LONG AS 
AFRICA KAS NOT FREE, BUCK PEOPLE WCOJ) NEVER GAIN FUU. RESPECT BEFORE THE 
WORLD. African REDE^PT10N WAS THUS A CENTRAL PART OF (ARVEY'S PHILOSOPHY. 

f^. CHAIR^W^, IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT AS AN ACTIVIST AND mSS 
L£ADER, GARN-EY WAS PERHAPS IMQUE IN HIS SCRUPULOUS RESPECT FC« THE UWS 
OF THE UND. lAlEREVER HE WENT, HE TOOK GREAT CARE TO CAUTION HIS FOLLOWERS 

TO "GIVE iMTo Caesar the things that are Caesar's." In his omj words, "1 

WAS NOT DISLOYAL TO Af/YTHING AMERICAN, TO ANOHING BRITISH, OR TO AW 
constituted GCf/ERNMENT IN THE WORLD. Aa I WAS INTERESTED IN WAS THE 

LIBERATION OF THE PEOPLE WKD LOOK LIKE ME THE WORLD HAS MADE BEING 

^^'< * CR'« Afffi INSTEAD OF MAKING IT A CRIME I HOPE TO WKE IT A 

viRT\£. That was all I had in mind when I travelled frcm one part of 
America to the next." 

Like Aa great leaders hk ATTEffT to change the social order 

FOR the EETTER^ENT Of THEIR PEOPLE, liVRVEY WAS SUBJECTED TO PERSEOTTICN, 
chicanery, SABOTAGE, MISREPRESENTATION AND RIDICULE; HE SUFFERED 
JWRISOfftNT, ESCA'>ED AN ASSASSINATION ATTEM>T AND FACED REPEATED BETRAYALS 
BY PEOPLE HE TRUSTED. YET, HIS DETERMINATION NEVER WAVERED. THIS UNRELENTING 
PWSUIT OF HIS MISSION IS IN ITSELF AN INSPIRATION. 
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